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REPORT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ardsley  Urban  District 
Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

[ lay  before  you  to-day  the  ANNUAL  REPORT 
dealing  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Township  during  the  year 
1895:— 

During  the  past  year,  245  births  and  137  deaths  have  been 
registered  as  occurring  in  the  Township,  as  compared  with  203  births 
and  77  deaths  in  1894. 

BIRTH-RATE. 


245  births  give  us  a birth-rate  of  42  99  per  1,000  per  annum — 
125  males,  120  females  ; 13  illegitimate. 

DEATH-RATE. 

Of  the  137  deaths,  12  occurred  in  the  Kendray  Hospital  and  2 
were  accidents  in  pits.  These  being  excluded  give  us  123  deaths,  the 
same  as  in  1893  but  58  more  than  in  1894,  the  death-rate  being  21  40 
per  1,000  per  annum.  The  mortality  at  the  various  ages  is  as  follows  : 
60  died  under  12  months. 

28  ,,  from  1 to  5 years. 

4 „ „ 5 „ 15  „ 

6 ,,  , } 15  ,,  25  ,, 

16  „ ,.  25  „ 65  „ 

9 ,,  „ 65  ,,  and  upwards. 

Of  the  123  deaths,  70  were  males,  53  females.  Almost  one-half 
of  the  deaths  were  infants  under  1 year,  17  being  under  1 month  old, 
being  newly -born  children  of  weakly  type,  while  comparatively  few 
died  between  5 and  25  years. 


The  various  causes  of  death  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Phthisis  or  Consumption .... 


(as  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  &c.) 

Injuries  

(4  Ice  Accidents.) 

Various  Causes 

(as  Convulsions,  Cerebral  Dis- 
ease, Old  Age,  &c.) 
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(4  Croup,  3 Measles,  2 Diphtheria, 

1 Typhoid,  3 Pertussis.) 

Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality  244  per  cent. 

Zymotic  Death-rate  2 32  per  1,000. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Small -Pox. 

As  was  the  case  last  year,  we  have  been  quite  free  from  this 
disease,  but  one  or  two  cases  occurred  among  the  navvies  working  on 
the  Midland  line,  and  fortunately  they  did  not  reside  in  our  midst. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  we  had  several  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  being  the  dregs  of  the  epidemic  of  last  year,  but  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  it  almost  died  out,  only  3 cases  being  notified  during 
the  last  five  months  of  the  year.  The  type  was  mild,  none  of  the 
cases  resulting  fatally.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  being  28. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  single  monthly  cases  during  the 
summer,  but  in  October  we  had  3 cases,  induced  by  the  prolonged  hot 
weather  of  September,  causing  rapid  putrefaction  of  liquid  sewage 
saturating  the  soil  round  defective  sink  pipes  and  gratings.  This 
apparently  seems  to  be  the  chief  factor  in  the  development  of  Typhoid 
Fever  in  the  Township,  as  in  many  of  the  infected  houses  the  sink 
pipes  were  corroded  and  eaten  away,  so  that  instead  of  the  waste 
water  being  conveyed  into  the  drain,  a considerable  quantity  soaked 
into  the  foundation  of  the  houses,  giving  rise  in  hot  weather  to  most 
objectionable  smells  and  causing  sickness. 

One  case  occurred  in  Wilkinson’s  Buildings,  making  5 cases  in 
the  last  three  years.  Examination  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself  could  not  discover  any  apparent  defect  in  the  drains,  but  that 
such  does  exist  the  presence  of  Typhoid  Fever  abundantly  proves.  A 
thorough  examination  of  the  draiuage  of  these  four  houses  is  desirable 
before  any  more  cases  arise. 

Twelve  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  1 proving  fatal, 
owing  to  his  walking  from  the  house  where  he  lodged  to  his  own 
home,  haif-a-mile  away,  during  the  stage  of  invasion.  In  none  of 
the  cases  was  the  cause  due  to  water  contamination. 

Four  cases  of  Membranous  Croup  were  notified  during  the  year  in 
separate  houses,  and  all  proved  fatal,  the  type  evidently  being 
Diphtheritic.  Foul  odours  arising  from  privy  middens  was  the 
apparent  cause. 

Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  2 proving 
fttal,  in  quite  young  children.  In  one,  proximity  to  a foul  smelling 
manhole,  aud  in  the  other,  proximity  to  a polluted  ditch  separating 
Ardsley  from  the  neighbouring  Township  was  the  cause  of  the  illness. 

Ventilation  by  shafts  of  most  of  the  public  manholes  having  been 
carried  out  during  the  year,  danger  from  this  source  is  considerably 
reduced. 

Two  Puerperal  Fever  cases  aud  3 of  Erysipelas  were  also  notified 
during  the  year. 
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Three  deaths  resulted  from  Measles,  in  August  (2)  and  October 
(1),  but  not  being  notifiable  the  number  of  cases  is  not  known.  A few 
cases  occurred  spasmodically  in  August,  September,  and  October,  but 
not  so  numerous  as  to  constitute  an  epidemic  such  as  we  had  in  1893. 

Whooping  Cough  became  prevalent  during  December,  chiefly 
among  the  very  young,  causing  3 deaths  by  Pulmonary  complications, 
the  extreme  mildness  and  humidity  of  the  season  being  favourable  to 
its  propagation  and  dissemination. 

Diarrhcea. 

A considerable  factor  in  the  increased  death-rate  this  year  is  due  to 
the  large  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease,  the  total  number  being 
21,  the  majority  being  very  young  children.  The  month  of  greatest 
fatality  was  September,  when  we  had  no  less  than  13  deaths  due  to 
this  cause  alone  ; and  as  that  month  was  an  exceptionally  hot  one,  the 
connection  between  high  temperature  and  this  disease  is  very 
noticeable. 

Influenza. 

During  the  month  of  March,  Influenza  was  prevalent  over  most 
of  the  Township,  mostly  affecting  the  very  young  and  old,  and  causing 
an  increase  in  the  mortality  from  Pulmonary  Diseases,  6 deaths  during 
this  month  being  from  Affections  of  the  Lungs. 

SANITATION. 

During  the  year  23  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  12  new 
ash  closets.  The  tocal  number  of  ash  closets  in  the  Township  being 
623.  Of  these,  10  remain  uncovered. 

The  number  of  Nuisances  reported  during  the  year  was  38.  Of 
these,  24  have  been  abated,  leaving  14  unabated.. 

During  March,  1895,  the  Sanitary  Committee,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  myself  undertook  an  inspection  tour  of  the  Township,  every 
locality,  house,  and  privy  being  examined.  The  main  defects,  from 
a sanitary  point  of  view,  observable  during  the  tour  were  several 
privies  uncovered,  without  gratings  ; some  too  large  and  too  deep, 
and  others  uDflagt^ed  or  cemented,  the  most  defective  being  those 
connected  with  the  older  houses. 

Overflows  from  Middens  and  Excremental  Foliation  of  the  Soil. — Many 
of  the  sink  pipes  and  gratings  were  in  a defective  condition,  in  many 
instances  conveying  the  sink  waste  over  the  surface  of  the  house  wall 
instead  of  into  the  drain  ; while  in  others  the  waste  water  either  falls 
into  the  soil  between  the  grate  and  the  house  wall,  or,  owins  to  the 
shallowness  of  the  grate,  overflows  into  the  yard,  soaking  into  the 
soil,  rendering  it  extremely  unhealthy.  Many  of  the  sink  grates 
would  be  greatly  benefitted  by  having  their  margins  raised  to  prevent 
the  overflow  of  waste  water,  while  in  many  cases  the  tenants  have 
only  to  exercise  a little  more  care  and  attention  to  their  grates  to 
ensure  more  healthy  surroundings. 
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As  I have  drawn  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  several  cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever  were  attributable  to  defective  sink  pipes ; and  as 
Summer  Diarrhoea,  which  is  encouraged  and  developed  by  excremental 
and  sewage  pollution  of  soil,  has  been  very  fatal  among  young 
children  this  year,  sanitary  defects  of  the  nature  which  I have  pointed 
out  should  receive  your  special  attention. 

The  ventilating  shafts  erected  at  several  manholes  have  proved 
very  beneficial  in  removing  one  important  source  of  danger  to  health, 
and  I would  recommend  the  erection  of  others  when  the  houses  become 
connected  to  the  newly  constructed  sewer,  more  particularly  where 
there  is  a sharp  angle  in  the  course  of  the  sewer. 

The  change  from  day  to  night  Scavenging  is  certainly  an  improve- 
ment, but  more  frequent  emptying  especially  in  summer  is  desirable. 
The  removal  of  the  contents  of  the  ashpits  is  done  in  an  irregular 
manner,  and  more  particularly  is  this  the  case  in  regard  to  the  removal 
of  rubbish  accumulations  which,  instead  of  being  done  every  week, 
is  in  some  instances  only  done  once  a month.  Scavenging  by  contract 
is  not  satisfactory,  and  could  be  done  more  efficiently  by  the  Council’s 
own  servants. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  importance  to  the  Township,  in  that 
the  early  part  of  the  spring  saw  the  commencement  of  the  Sewage 
Scheme  prepared  by  Mr.  McCallum,  Civil  Engineer,  of  Manchester, 
while  the  end  of  the  year  saw  its  practical  completion.  Only  a few 
details  are  necessary  before  we  see  it  in  practical  operation ; and  a 
short  description  of  the  scheme  may  not  be  out  of  place  here. 

It  is  known  as  the  International  System  of  Sewage  Purification. 

Owing  to  the  configuration  of  Ardsley  and  Stairfoot,  the  Main 
Sewers  of  Ardsley  proper,  Wombwell  Lane,  Stairfoot,  and  Oaks  Lane 
all  converge  to  a point  at  Stairfoot  Bridge,  from  whence  the  sewage  is 
conveyed  in  one  pipe  to  the  Sewage  Works  on  the  banks  of  the  River 
Dearne,  about  a mile  from  Stairfoot.  Manholes,  with  moveable  cast- 
iron  covers,  are  provided  at  various  points  along  the  line  of  Sewer  for 
purposes  of  inspection  and  ventilation.  At  the  Outfall  Works  the 
Sewage  flows  through  settling  tanks  and  a Polarite  Filter  Bed,  whence 
the  effluent  flows  into  the  river.  A more  detailed  report  of  the  scheme 
and  the  efficacy  of  the  system  can  only  be  given  after  it  has  been  in 
operation  for  some  time. 

In  conclusion,  the  Council  may  be  congratulated  on  the  good 
work  done  during  the  year  in  endeavouring  to  mitigate  the  nuisance 
of  River  Pollution,  thereby  doing  a little  towards  bringing  back  the 
river  to  its  pristine  purity. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  TOWNSLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Ftb.  5th,  1896. 


